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fishing 1license, or whether they want to get...or whether they
want their voter registration kept private, or any number of
reasons. Well, finally, a couple of years back we discovered
that Washington State had found rather a neat solution to all of
this, and that is that they would allow a person to go to the
Secretary of State's Office and to file with the Secretary of
State and to ask that all of their mail and all of their
addresses be routed through the Secretary of State's Office, and
they would use the Secretary of State's post office box on all
the official public records. Well, let me go through this bill
section by section and tell you how it works. The Government
Committee actually sent this bill to the floor last year as its
priority bill. And I might say that we worked on it for awhile.
Senator Bruning, then Senator Bruning, had a bill and I had
introduced a bill and we melded the two. It sat out on General
File last year and never got discussed by this body. And part
of the problem was at the time it had a 40,000, 40-some thousand
dollar fiscal note on it. And, as you all know, we weren't too
wild about any kind of a bill with a fiscal note on it. So over
the summer, the staff from the Government Committee and I worked
with some different groups and with the Secretary of State's
Office to figure out how we could do this that wouldn't have a
fiscal impact. And, finally, we decided that if we took the
training portion out of the bill, which would have been the part
where the Secretary of State trained agencies and individuals
and groups how to use this bill, that they wouldn't have to have
a real highly skilled employee, that they could have a clerical
person, probably part time, and they could cut that down to
about $20,000. And if we did that, then they could use
their...one of their funds, cash funds, to actually underwrite
this person. So with that explanation, let me tell you a little
bit about what the bill does. It defines abuse and all of those
kinds of things, sets up definitions. And in Section 5, it says
if the participant obtains a...I am sorry, in Section 4 it says:
Upon a properly completed application, the Secretary of State
shall certify the applicant for four years unless the
certification is withdrawn or invalidated. The Secretary of
State will establish a renewal procedure. A person who provides
false information on the application will be criminally
punished. Section 5 of the bill says that if the participant
obtains a name change, the certification is forfeited unless the
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